
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



90 Reviews of Books 

the very fibre of the national life. And yet this is the method that M. 
Goyau has pursued, quite rigorously confining himself to the "religious", 
in the restricted sense of the word, and relegating the political, the 
economic, the social, to his collaborators. This is perfectly legitimate 
in view of the prearranged division of labor; but the result is none the 
less unfortunate. If religion embodies itself in a church, and if, as 
in France, the Church has been immemorially bound up with the State, 
how can one justly interpret the religious without recourse to the politi- 
cal ? How partial and inadequate must be an exclusively " religious '' 
exposition of, say, the Cluniac movement, or Unam Sanctam, or the 
Councils, or the Reformation and Religious Wars, or the Restoration 
and Ultramontanism — to cite but some of the most conspicuous instances 
of M. Goyau's rather scant regard for the political determinants in 
religious developments. When this process is applied to historical 
portraiture, the result is nothing less than distortion. Imagine the face 
of Richelieu with all the political wrinkles smoothed out ! or Joan of 
Arc with an aureole but no oriflamme, a conventional saint whose title 
to immortality rests, not upon having beaten back the English, but upon 
having saved the Faith! (pp. 313, 399 ff.). Rather unfamiliar like- 
nesses, these. 

But as for the portrait of France herself, la France Religieuse — 
well, an artist can but paint as he sees. M. Goyau has seen with an 
eye of love and reverence, and has limned the features of his douce 
France with devotion and sincerity. The figure on his canvas is one 
of great dignity and strength, with a face of mature and serene beauty. 

Theodore Collier. 

Arabic Thought and its Place in History. By De Lacy O'Leary, 
D.D., Lecturer in Aramaic and Syriac, Bristol University. (Lon- 
don : Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner, and Company ; New York : 
E. P. Dutton and Company. 1922. Pp. viii, 320. 10 s. 6d.) 

Mr. O'Leary seeks to accomplish three main things : in the first 
place, to describe the transmission of Hellenistic thought by Syriac-, 
Arabic-, and Hebrew-speaking authors ; secondly, to note any develop- 
ments which it may have received from these; and thirdly, to state 
the influence which it exercised on Muslim and Christian theology and 
mysticism. By Hellenistic thought is meant chiefly the logic, physics, 
and metaphysics of Aristotle, his psychology as interpreted by Alexan- 
der of Aphrodisias and the Neo-Platonists, the Plotinian system of 
philosophy especially as it appears in the so-called ' Theology of Aris- 
totle ", and the medical writings of Galen, Dioscorus, and the Alexan- 
drian school. 

The author's treatment of this rather vast subject is very clear and 
his method of exposition is to be commended. His knowledge of it, 
if not always strictly accurate, is, on the whole, well balanced, and Mr. 
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O'Leary has the saving grace of always giving his sources and naming 
the available texts of these sources, which is one of the most valuable 
features of the book. His method is to take certain well-defined periods 
and to discuss the translations from Greek literature which were made 
in these periods, together with the commentaries on these that appeared, 
as also any independent works then produced which have the mark of 
being influenced by the above-mentioned body of thought. 

The Syriac period is for Mr. O'Leary one of translation and com- 
mentary predominantly, and its principal activity is with Aristotle's 
logic. Here the author rather neglects the field of Syriac mysticism 
with its Platonic and Neo-Platonic tendencies and the probable effect 
which it had not only on Sufism but oh Muslim theology as well. 

The Arabic period has five main divisions: namely, the Translators, 
the Eastern Philosophers, Suflsm, Orthodox Scholasticism, and Western 
Philosophy. The main feature of this period Mr. O'Leary finds in the 
developments produced by the Muslim philosophers in questions of meta- 
physics and psychology, especially the latter. The earliest types of 
Muslim thought, the theological positions of the Mu'tazilites, for example, 
are discussed, the systems of al-Allaf, an-Nazzam, as-Sulami, al-Jahir, 
and a few others being outlined briefly ; and these are found to be de- 
pendent for their material on the Syriac scholars. The period of active 
translation under al-Ma'mun is described and the various translators 
and their works given. On this basis arises Muslim' philosophy, 
and the author, distinguishing two periods of development, the earlier 
Eastern and the later Western (Spanish), sketches succinctly the systems 
of such exponents of it as al-Farabl and ibn Sina in the East and ibn 
Bajja and ibn Rushd in the West. The influence of this philosophy 
on Muslim theology is then shown by epitomizing the doctrines of the 
chief Muslim theologians from al-Ash'ari to al-Ghazali. The medical 
writings of ibn Sina and ibn Rushd are noted, and many other aspects 
of Muslim life, such as Suflsm, the Shi'a with its various sects, "the 
brotherhood of purity ", etc., are touched upon and their relations to 
Hellenistic thought brought out. Two chapters at the end, then, discuss 
such Jewish transmitters of this Muslim form of Hellenistic thought 
to the Latin schoolmen as ibn Gabirul or Maimonides, and the influence 
of this Muslim thought on the schoolmen. 

Mr. O'Leary's treatment of his subject, so far as sects and schools 
and representatives of both these go, is practically exhaustive. It is also 
clear and definite. It lacks, however, at times, precision. To compare 
the function of the soul in Neo-Platonism with that of the "common- 
sense " of Aristotle, for example, as he does on page 21, means nothing. 
Scholars still debate what Aristotle meant by his "common-sense". 
The same criticism applies to his analogy between al-Farabi's 'aql hay- 
yulani and Aristotle's "common-sense" (p. 148). And to say that the 
Meccans' opposition to Muhammed was based on tribal jealousy is any- 
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thing but the fact (p. 56). Nevertheless the subject by his treatment of 
it gains perspective. That is much. 

A History of Mediaeval Political Theory in the West. By Sir R. W. 

Carlyle, K.C.S.I., CLE., and A. J. Carlyle, M.A., D.Litt., 

Lecturer in Politics and Economics, University College, Oxford. 

Volume IV. The Theories of the Relation of the Empire and 

the Papacy from the Tenth Century to the Twelfth. By A. J. 

Carlyle. (Edinburgh and London: William Blackwood and 

Sons. 1922. Pp. xxiii, 419. 30 s.) 

The first three volumes of this work have been reviewed in earlier 
issues of this magazine (X. 629,. XV. 836, XXI. 784). Like the former 
volumes the fourth exhibits the qualities of painstaking reading of the 
sources, extreme care not to draw conclusions unwarranted by the texts, 
elaborate reprinting at the bottom of each page of long extracts from 
the Latin originals, excellent tables of contents and indexes. 

This volume, however, is unlike its predecessors in that at times the 
reader can scarcely believe that he is reading a book on political theory. 
A not inappropriate title would be " a history of the simony and investi- 
ture struggle ". In spite of the fact that the author in the preface warns 
his readers that " this work is not the history, either civil or ecclesiastical, 
of the Middle Ages, but the political theories ", the larger part of the 
volume is predominantly historical. The author says : " I do not indeed 
think that these relations [hence those between the temporal and spiritual 
powers] had as much effect upon political theory in general as has been 
sometimes suggested ", and yet goes on to say " I think that we are 
justified in devoting a whole volume to the conflicts of the Empire and 
the Papacy ". In fact on p. 253 he says : " We have been compelled to 
do so ", that is, to give a great deal of historical narrative. 

Part I. is taken up with a history of the relation of the spiritual 
and temporal powers from 900 to 1076; part II. with a history of the 
investiture controversy to 1122, and the comments of various contem- 
porary authors on that subject and simony; part III. with a history of 
the political conflict of the papacy and the Empire and comments of 
contemporary authors on the very narrow questions as to whether the 
pope and the emperor were co-ordinate in power, each in his own field, 
or one subordinate to the other, whether the pope could interfere in the 
election of, excommunicate, and depose the emperor, or the emperor 
have a part in the election of popes and bishops; part IV. with a history 
of the relations of the Church and the Empire from n 22 to n 77, in 
which the first chapter is devoted to the relations of Frederick I. (Bar- 
barossa) to the papacy, the second to John of Salisbury, and the third 
to Gerhoh of Reichersberg, and their respective ideas on the questions 
enumerated above. 

In extracting from the various writers their views on the subject 
of the relations of the temporal and spiritual powers the plan of the 



